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The greatest impetus to the study of ethnology and linguistics in .New
Mexico has undoubtedly come from the recent series"of Indian Land
ClaimS~~t the United States. The most important ones pending
during 5 57 are those of the various pueblos within the border of
the sta e, of he Navajo tribe, and of the variems Apache groups, especially the JicariIla Apache, the Mescalero Apache, and the Chiricahua
Apache.
Most of these tribes -have signed contracts with various anthropologists within the state to advance their claims and establish their
boundaries. In some few cases these boundaries were- comparatively
well known. In most instances, however, the boundaries had to be'determined by place names, sacred shrines and mountains, ethnological
information as to territory formerly owned, and archaeological evi:
dences. In all of these endeavor~, and chiefly because most of the tribes
cOQcerned have at least some funds to further 'these projects, there has
been considerable progress. 1
Dr. Florence Ellis, of the University of New Mexico's Department
of Anthropology, has been concerned with the claims of the Acoma,
Laguna, Zia, and Taos pueblOS. Dr. Ellis has for many years been working on the ethnology of various Pueblq peoples. The claims of these
Pueblo groups have, however, given a stimulus to this work and many
old informants have given as yet unrecorded data in regard to hunting
customs, shrines, and ceremonials which were involved in the delineation of tribal boundaries. Dr. Stanley Newman, also of the Department
of Anthropology, has been continuing his linguistic studies and has
just completed his diCtionary of the Zuni language.
Frank C. Hibben, Professor of Anthropology at UNM and Curator of the
department's museum, recej.ved his B.A. at Princeton in Art and Archeology,
his MS. from UNM in Zoology, and his PhD. from Harvard in Anthropology. He has published widely in his field and has excavated and done
research throughout the world.
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Dr. Hairy Basehart, of the same department, has worked on the very
extensive claims of the Mescalero and Chiricahua Apaches. Thisc project has involved considerable field work and has increased greatly the
ethnological knowledge regarding these Apache groups. These Apache
investigations spurred, of course, by the wish of these tribes to exactly
delimit their boundaries at the time that their territories were taken
over by the United States Government, has had the important effect
of focusing anthropological interest on many aspects of their culture.
Dr. W. W. Hill, chairman 'of the Department of Anthropology, has
for many years been interested and active in investigations of Navajo
ethnology. This knowledge has been called upon on ~any occasions,
especially by the Government attorneys in connection with the Navajo
Land Claims against the United States.
The writer has been working on the claim of the Jicarilla Apaches.
This has precipitated an extensive, although hurried, investigation of
Jicarilla Apache archaeology, and the archaeology of the Apache groups
in general. Practically nothing heretofore had been known concerning
the archaeological background of these important people.
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In the archaeological field, three major projects have been continued
by the Department of Anthropology, and, during the past two years,
a new one has been initiated. The new project was the excavation of
several pit houses near the pueblo of Zia. This work was done under
the direction of Dr. Ellis, who used the occasion of the pit house
excavations to further her ethnological studies at the pueblo of Zia
itself. Dr. Ellis has made some important discoveries, especially in the
realm of the developmental Pueblo period, around 900 A.P. This important period, which marked the transition from the Ba'sket Maker
to the Pueblo type of culture, has heretofore been little known in the,
Rio Grande Valley.
For the past two seasons the important excavations at the, Early Man.
site of Lucy, near Willard, New Mexico, were continued. The 1957
excavating season was the third such season of digging at the Lucy Site.
The work was carried' on under the direction of Mr. William Roosa
and was backed by a grant from the American Philosophical Society.
The Lucy Site, an extensive camp of early American hunters, was discovered by a rancher some four years ago. The site itself. lies just above
the beach level of what was then an extensive lake filling the present
Estancia Valley. Apparently the area was favorable for human living
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and for the hunting of ice age animals such as mammoth ~nd the
straight-homed bison.
The archaeological material at the Lucy Site represents a sequence
of cultures. The most important, perhaps,.is that of the Sandia people,
so named from the Sandia Cave in the Sandia Mountains, which the
University of New Mexico excavated in, 1938. In addition to the evidences of Sandia hunters on this site there were also found the lance
points of the Clovis Fluted period and of the Classical Folsom. Both
of these are well known types from other sitesjn the New Mexico
area. The Sandia hunters camped and killed mammoth near Lucy
around 25,000 years ago. The Clovis hunters lived and hunted ice age
animals there about 10,000 years ago, and the Folsom hunters perhaps
1,000 years later. The Lucy Site also shows evidence that some other
comparatively recent hunters located there and left the bones of their
kills where they lived.
Under the direction of Mr. Roger Gree,n, excavations were continued in the Gallina area of north central New Mexico. The Gallina
excavations have been carried on by the University of New Mexico
since 1934, interrupted only by the war years. Mr. Green's present
digging involved the western periphery of the Gallina region in Largo
Canyon, not far from Lindrith, New Mexico. The Gallinapeople were
non-Pueblo people probably intrusive in the Southwest. Their greatest
distinction perhaps is the fact that they built stone towers for defense
against an unknown enemy. They lived in rectangular unit houses
made of rough stone masonry and also in pit houses dug into the surface
of the ground. At the important site of Starveout Ridge, Mr. Green
found additiorial evidence that the Gallinas had met a violent end. In
a pit house close to the base of a tower he found the skeletons of ten
people. This was not a burial, but seemed to be the result of a massacre.
The hands and feet of some of the individuals had been removed,
apparently for trophies. Similar findings have been uncovered at'other
Gallina sites.
.
Also continued during the present excavating season was the digging
at Pottery Mound, just west of Los Lunas, New Mexico. This excavation was carried on with a large' number of students as a part of the
regular Field Session of the University. The 1957 excavation was the
third year of exploration at Pottery Mound. At this site stood an important town of Pueblo people in' Pueblo IV times. Actually there
are three pueblos on the site, each one superimposed on the preceding
\
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ones, and perhaps a fourth and earlier pueblo beneath the ruins of the
topmost three. Many evidences of Pueblo life were recovered from the
digging, and especially an important series of burials, recovered from
the refuse mound on the south side of the excavation.
The most significant finds, however, were of a series of six kivas, or
ceremonial rooms. These kivas all· had original paintings upon their
walls. Three of the six kivas were extraordinarily well preserved with
the paintings in mUltiple layers of adobe plaster, one series of paintings
superimposed directly upon the earlier one. The energy of the excaVators was expended in photograph.ing, copying, and recovering these
paintings. The depictions are of many subjects, from symbolic dancing
figures in ceremonials to very complicated drawings of animals and
birds. Of especial interest is the fact that the paintings feature parrots
of several varieties, birds which have never lived in nature in New
Mexico.
The series of paintings at Pottery Mound is by far the largest sequence of pre-Hispanic paintings yet recovered, and certainly the most
informative. We shall be able to derive a wealth of information, not
only as to the .former inhabitants' ceremonial life, but also as to the
status of their art at the time when no European had as yet set foot
upon American soil.
Anthropological work then in the area of New Mexico has contiqued
along former lines, but spurred on by circumstances such as the Indian
Land Claims and the Summer Field School. It is'llnticipated that the
summation of information from all of these activities will be published
within the'next two years.
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